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GENTLEMEN; ts | F1 
T your Command, to 
ſhew the Reſpect I bore 
vou, and my own good 
Affection to the Bulineſs 

over which you preſided, 
1 ventured to preach before that Aw- 

ful AUP: at * Paul's. 
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P SALE N 1h 
Pray fir the peace of Feruſ hey 
woſper that hee A 
0 pray for the Peace of any Socie- 
whereof we are Members, to x 


2 0 that Society, and on the 

Fade of that pious Affecti- 

55 to expect the Proſperity here 

romiſed, will not (I preſume) 

diſp uted to be the indiſpeaſable 

ary 85 all good Men, eſpecially 

ole that profeſs Godlineſs accord 

ing to the Faith and Boctrie of Jeſus Chriſt, .- 
Jeruſalem here, by the general Voice of Interpre- 

ters, is to be conſidered as a Shadow, or Type of 

Chriſt's Church; to favour which Conſtruction, the Ex- 

hortation to pray for her Peace, the Promiſe of Proſpe- 

rity to all that love her, and as a Proof of the Since- 

rity of that Love, do their utmoſt to procure and pro- _ : 

mote that Peace, do all concur; as (were it neceſſary ) 
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we Ao 
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7 mig more re fully b be Rn to appear. Bur © I hall con con- 


Deut. 1 
3 


and ennobled by him and his Apoſtles, with: ara 


ſhip with himſelf, and with the Father, & 


of 1 1 "ders — whe Tribavol 


of good Things to come) how much more muſt all 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity be bound to pray for the 
Peace of that Holy Society whereof they are, or ought 
to be Members: A Society founded by Shriſt kn 


mold, of Branches to the 
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to this his preſent Bien are all Naticns now to 
ſeek, and thither muſt they come, to pay that Spiti- 
tual Worſhip, which God, as a Spirit, requires at their 
Hands. If then the Jews were bound to pray for the 
Peace of FJeruſalem, chiefly becauſe the Teflimony ef 
Iſrael was placed there, (though it was only a Shadow 


N 12 


and Titles, im ift rting the neareſt Rela Pirate , .and A 

Union to himſelf; as for Inſtance, chat of in 

to its Sovereign, of a , to the Land ef . Hou- 
ine, whereinto-: hey * 

grafted, of a Body to its Head, G. A Society, allthe- 

true Members whereof, he hath adopted i into 2 Fellow El 


Children of God, and joint Heirs: with Sinn ee : 
Kingdom of Heaven. B22 

From theſe Words I ſhall SUE to! makes 360d 
the following Propoſition ; viz. That every Profeſſor of 
the Goſpel amongſt us, in his reſpective Gapacity, is 
indiſpenſably bound to pray for the Peace, and to the 
utmoſt of his Power ſtrive to promote the Proſperity 
of our Jeruſalem; vis. the Church of Chriſt Planted 
and Eſtabliſhed amongſt us. 


And 
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from Two Conſiderations amongſt 
FE tt via. Firſt 


Account of rhe Si 
| jet to, and often actually exerciſed nn to.the Ereat 


Dübener i Peace. 


, on the 


Secondly, Packs 3 Jod 4 n preyi 
* and promating the Peace of ernſalem, / prong * 153 
| the moſt effectual Manner: poſſible, 3 for, and 


promote our own Peace and Proſperity. | 


rings and Diſtreſſes it is always ſub- 


= 


And the Trutir of this I 5 1 : 
many more 


Nou that every Profeſlor 3 of Chriſt: in 152 Led 


this our Iſynel, is, in his reſpective Capacity, indiſſ 
ſibly bound to pray for the Peace, and to the utm orf 
his Power, ſtrive to promote the ity of our 


Jeruſalem, viz. the Church of Chriſt planted and eſta- 


bliſhed amongſt us; appears, Firſt, from the Conſidera- 
tion of the Sufferings and Diſtreſſes it is always ſubject 
to, and often actuaſſy exerciſed with, to the great Di- 
ſturbance of its Peace. 


Had the Holy Prophet Dau here, known, or ſup- 
poſed it to have been an univerſal Practice to pray for 


the peace of Ferufalem, or that the Generality of his 
People were well inclined towards it, he would ſcarce 


have preſſed: this Duty upon them with ſo much Ear- 
neſtneſs, and Zeal; but alas! he knew the contrary, he 


knew there were great Numbers, that neither outward- 


ly prayed for the Peace of Feruſalem, nor inwardly 
wiſhed it ; a Generation of Vipers, whoſe higheſt Plea- 


ſure was to diſturb and interrupt it; Men of i impious 


Principles, and as wicked Practices. For though Sad- 
duciſm had not yet made its Appearance in the World, 
nor was erected into a Sect till many Generations af. 


terwards, yet the Seeds of that accurſed Plant were 
B 2 | then 
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then brooding upon the Corruptions 3 r N "a 


wicked Men, and brought: forth Fruit ſuitable” to the 
malignant Roots from whence it ſpranng 
The Foundation of all Religion, which muſt be laid 
in a firm Belief of the Being and the Providence df 
God, attended with a ſuitable Fear of him, ſeems even 
then to have been undermin d, and the Superſtructure 
demoliſned in the Hearts of a great many. There 


were amongſt them thoſe that were Fools enough to 


Pfal. xiv. ay in their Hearts, there is no God. There were othen 
T too, who if they did not go ſo far as to ſay in their 
Hearts, there is no God, yet ſtuck. not to fay amongſt 
themſelves, by way of Encouragement in Miſchief, the 
Pſal.xciv. Lord ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the God of Facuh regard 
255 it. Others there were, who though not repreſented as 
denying either the Exiſtence or Providence of God, yet 

had fo far ſuppreſs'd, or rather extinguiſh'd the Fear of 

him in their Minds, that they ſtuck not to combine to- 

ether for the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem , to mate aiſo 

te the Sanctuary of the Lord, to break: down all the 

carved works thereof with Axes and Hammers; joining 

in this barbarous Reſolve, and ſaying, let us make Ha: 

wvock of them altogether. And now, was there not 


Cauſe, think you, earneſtly to exhort and ſtir up the 


Peopfſe to pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, and to ſay 
PL. xiv. in the Language of the Pſalmiſt, O God, bow long ſball 
pos the adverſary reproach £ how long ſball the enemy blaſ- 


pheme thy name for ever? Conſidering, that evil and un- 


| godly Men have the Boldneſs to carry their Attempts ſo 
far, as openly to threaten, and actually execute thoſe 
Threats againſt her. 
But perhaps it may be ſaid by ſome, What is all this 
to us? Our 7eruſalem, the City of God amongſt us, is 
Pf. exliv. in full Peace, ſhe is ſo happy, as to have ns breaking in, 
% mor going out, no complaining in her ſtreets. _ 
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Tis true, ſhe is not perſecuted ,' ſhe is nor diſtreſſed 
by the Powers above, but remains in full Polſeſſion df 
all her Religious Rights and Immunities: Thanks te che 
King of Heaven firit,- and under him! to the Gracious 
Guardian and Protector upon Earth”: And yet our = 
 ruſalem is far from being in a State of perfect Tranquil- 
vid, nor was ever any Prince better affected tet the 
peace and Proſperity of Jeruſalem; of the Teſtimony 
and how juſt his Cauſe of Complaint: was. And how 
much is it to be wifh'd; that the like Grounds of Com- 
plaint were not to be met with in the Borders of our 
Se nb o2 es e 
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9 2Þ OF conf ien 

Whether there be any among us that are ſo fooliſh as 
to ſay in their Hearts, There ig no God, I ſnall not un- 

dertake to affirm. What paſſes in the Heart of Man is 

known only to the Searcher of Hearts; no Degree of 

Penetration inferior to Omniſcience, can ſay, upon a 

right Foundation, Wherefore tbint ye evil in your Mat. ix. | 

hearts * Or, Why reaſon ye theſe things in pour bearts'# {, . ii. 

But whatever the internal Reaſonings of the Men we have 8. 

to deal with, are, tis certain, their Overt- Acts ſpeak 

them ſore Enemies to the Peace of our Feruſalem”; 

ſpeak them furiouſly bent upon the Demolition of the 

Ark of the Covenant amongſt us; and in order to it; | 

they have laid their Axe to the Root of our common 1 

_ and with much Pertinacy aſfaulted it on every 

Heretofore they contented themſelves with now and 

then a bold Stroke, as it were by the by, againſt this or 

that Point of Doctrine, or Relation of Fact, without pre- 

ſuming to engage in Form: But now, as the Corruption of 

Manners increaſes, their PIO US LABOURS meet- 

ing with unexpected Acceptance and Applauſe, they are 

4 r 
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diſcover d that it hath no Groeunitiat all to 


_- grown: propertionably more bold and open in thein At- 
dtempts : Bat finding, however, that they are lin 80 
male but little Progreſs, fo leng as the Awahibrity of 
- theſe lively Oracles, the Seriptures of Truth;! keenwits 
round, they have thought it neceſſary ta wy chelt 
Skill; upon that, and ſee whether they cant reontrive 
ſome Means to laſſen, if nat deſtroy, the Credit of tho 
Sacred Writing. And ta this Purpaſe, a great many 
oblique Strokes: lie ſeatter d up and down in their EE 
-fays,” Which ſufficientiy diſcoyer their own mall Esten 
of what is taught and deliver d therein, and thieir re 
Zeal to propagate that Diſeſteem among their Heaton | 
But theſe tranſient Touthes not making Imprefiions 
deep enough 4d wund mortally the Authority of thai 
inſpired Pages, ſo as effectually to undermine and bring 
on the final Ruin of that fraubleſame Religion which is 
founded upon it; one of theit Champians hath ( as he 
ſuppoſes) lately made ſuch a home Puſh, that it enn 
long ſurvi ve; and in A Diſcourſe” of the Grunde an 
| Reaſons of the Chniſtian Raligion,, Set ep 
upon; 
and conſequently is not likely to ſtand long. Tk 
> Gigs! „ ern Bu 4 a on: 101 4 4 282 325 ir 1 {{ 
; But, Secondly, Tbe Diſturbaoce of the Peace uf !Je+ 
ruſalem does not end here; thera are thaſe the to the 
great Diſquiet of her Soul, ſet themſelves to undermine 
wr Faith another Way, viz. by virtually denying The 
Lord. that bought them, and couming tbe Bloadraf 'the 
everlaſting covenant. an unholy Thing ; beating down the 
ineſtimable Price of our Redemption, and levelling 
in Value with the Blood of a mere Creature; by which 
Means they leave our Hopes of Pardon, Grace, and 
Glory, but a very uncertain and ſlender Foundation ta 
reſt upon. 8 rs "75 69 Bens; 
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225 Among the een ptehectʒ whidh Meſs 
ſw6rn”En es of the Peace of For dem Wave put in- 


Extcution in order to interrupt dare , . nene 
gives them 10 d Pleafiire', er. I rehſhed with fo 
dig a Gu//o, as that of reviling ati Shuitftativg the 
Prieſthobd: This is their favourite Theme; and wWaen 
they are upon tflis, they ſet no Hoünds een bfacgeſt 
and ferceſt Paſſtons; the vileſt Sander, the Bafeſt Deira“ 
ion, the fouleſt Calumnies, the bittereſt Invectives, an 
the falſeſt Imputations, are the uſual, nay, the 7 
Compliments wherewiththey tHinle fe to Hecoſt ud. 
if Michael the Arth. Angel, gry ente ng with — « 
droil,” be aßſpured abba the both" ' of Moes, Au nid 
bring againſt” him a r4iling* Arctiſatton, zur fab, The 
Lord rebuke ther; we ſhall not ſame to anſwer in 
any other Lat vage that what that grear Miniſter of 
Heaven” hath hei able as; dies, The Lott ibu? 
them: Tho at the fame Time, were it nor for the Mit" 
chief they do themſelves, for the Niſque they rut of 
being tormented in thoſe very Flames wherewith their 
Tongues are already ty ſer on Fire, Which is a Subject much: 
fitter for Pity 100 Co mpaffon, than Reſentment" or 
Triumph, we thight 5 to cheſe Accuſers of the Bre- 
thren, Rail on; for your” impotent Malice deſeuts it 
ſelf: Tis true, you really intend Miſchief, but una 
wares you do good to the hated Objects of your Ra 55 
You intend Shame and Diſgrade, but at the ſame 
confer Honour and Dignity upon them: In tlie bY 
Place you do good, you fereen them from the Woe de- 
nounced by our Bleſſed Lord, againſt thoſe thar all nen Luke vi- 
ſneak well of ; he having for thicir farther Support un- 26 
der the Perſecution of your falſe Fongues, taught tlent” 
this comſortable Leſſon, IF ye were of” the 725 the” John xv. 
vorld would love bis” own, but- Neben Je are not "of the 19. 
| " world, 
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the morld hateth , 


world, but I have choſen you out of the world, they 75 

. And as you ſereen them.from 
Wee on one hand, you. entitle, them to 4 Bleſſing 
on the other; that Bleſſiſing which We find pronoun 
oed by gur Saviour, Marth.v. 1x. Bleſſed are 3e, whey. 


men ſball revile you, and perſecute you, and ſay all man- 
ner of evil. againſt you falſly , for my ſake ; rejoice and 


be. exceeding glad, for grea is, your reward in heaven; 
Prophets which were before 


. Secondly, You confer Dignity and Honour, in that 


vou make their Caſe reſemble. that of their great Na- 


ſter, the Founder of their Order, Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 
teous: And the Caſe too, of his holy. Apoties ant E. 
| men for ny 
The diſciple is not above his maſter, nar 
the ſervant above his Lord; it is encugh for tbe, diſci. 


ple that be be as hit maſler, and the ſervant at hy. 


Lord : If they baue called the maſter of the bouſe Be 
zebub, bow much more ſhall they call them of the houſe- 
hold 2 And how ſoon this prediction was fulfilled, may 
be ſeen in the Account St. Paul gives of the State of his 
Caſe, and the Manner of his Behaviour under it, wheres. 


in both our Duty and our. Fate. are truly deſcribed: Be- 


3 Cor. iv. ing reviled we bleſs, being perſecuted we ſuffer it, being 


defamed we intreat ; we are made the filth of the wotld, 
and the off- ſcouring of all things unto this day. Thus then 
you may perceive that you Bleſs when you Curſe, and 
Honour when you Defame, the poor deſpiſed Tribe of 
Levi at this Day. eq Toe es 

The Time will not ſerve to repreſent in proper Co- 
lours the Diſturbance, the Interruption of her Peace, 
which our Feruſalem receives from the Papiſts and po- 
piſhly affected on the one Side, and the Children of 


Separation on the other; theſe are Subjects wy 
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fruitful than melancholy, and fitter to be treated on a 
Day of Humiliation, than of Beneficence and Feſtivity. 


Upon the whole however, nothing can be more evident, 
than the great Neceſſity we lie under of having recourſe 


to the Rock of our Salvation, our only Refuge in time of 


need, and of praying him to interpoſe in behalf of our 


Feruſalem, take upon himſelf the Guardianſhip of her 


Peace, at a Time when it is ſo furiouſly attacked by a 
numerous and formidable Hoſt of Enemies ; Enemies 
not leſs ſubtil than implacable and indefatigable; and 
to ſay with the Prophet Daniel, O Lord, bear; O 


Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and forgive ; defer 


not for thine own ſake, O our God ! for thy City, and 
the people that are call d by thy Name : Let not our 
Sins ſo far prevail againſt us as to cauſe thee to with- 
draw thy mighty Protection over us, and ſuffer the 
lot of thine Inheritance to be utterly brought to Con- 
fuſion : Reſtrain, we pray thee, that Spirit of Infideli- 
ty, and Licentiouſneſs of Manners, of Error, Here- 
ſy and Schiſm, which now preys upon the Vitals of 
our Peace, and threatens the utter Extinction of our 
Feruſalem; for there is no other that fighteth for us, 
but only thou, O' Gd, 99 19S 
Secondiy, Another Motive to this Duty of Praying 
for the Peace of Feruſalem, ariſes from the Conſidera- 
tion of the Proſperity it brings to publick and pri- 
vate Affairs. 8 | | 
Firſt, To the Publick, the Peace of the State al- 
way accompanies the Peace of the Church, and in no 


{mall Degree depends upon it. When the Teſtimony of 


Iſrael is ſafe, and the Ark of the Covenant reſts in 
quiet, the Inhabitants of Feruſalem are Friends and 
Brethren to all the People, of all Denominations ; to 
the Throne of David, the Seat of Fudgment : And the 
Bleſſing of Heaven is feldom or never wanting to 
ſuch an harmonious and peaceful Coalition. 
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Secondly, Let not the Proſperity it brings to | our 


private Intereſt be forgot, as a farther Motive to 


pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem. For they ſball prof. 
per that love thee, faith the Text: Were this Pro- 


ſperity indeed to be conſider d literally with Relati- 
on only to Men's ſecular Intereſt. and Concern; what 


a World of Votaries would it produce? Heaven would 
be in a Manner beſieged with vaſt Crow cs of Intercef 
ſors, in behalf of Feruſalem, her Peace and Proſperity.; 
were this the direct and ſhort Way to Wealth, Pre. 
ferment, Honour, Power, Gc. the Sens of Men would 
be very importunate with the Author of Peace, would 
wreſtle vigorouſly with him, and. never let him go, till 
he had bleſs d them, and his own Feruſalem at their 
Inſtance. But when they are given to underſtand, that 


though outward Proſperity is often the Fruit of ſuch 
Prayer, and ſuch good Diſpoſitions towards the Peace of 


Feruſalem, yet that it is not conſtantly and univerſally 
ſo; and that in ſuch Caſes, to make. amends for thoſe 
Defects, they muſt be content to take up-with another 
Sort of Proſperity , a Proſperity that is to conſiſt in a 


peaceful ſerene Temper of Mind, the Calmneſs and Quiet 


of a good Conſcience, in Grace, Pardon and eternal Life: 


And when, moreover, they find by Experience that 


there are ſometimes ſurer and ſhorter Ways to Pre- 
ferment, Wealth and Honour, their Zeal for the Peace 
and Proſperity of Feruſalem, is apt to grow very cool 
and manageable, to ſlacken ſo faſt that it frequently 
degenerates into Diſpoſitions of a quite contrary Na- 
ture, ſours upon their Hands; and i they can find their 


preſent Account in it, they become more. ready ta 


"curſe than bleſs, and add their Voice to that of the 


Multitude, u henever they take it into their Heads to cry, 


Down with it, down with it, even to the Ground. 
| 1 
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et not this, however, be any Diſcouragement to 


thoſe who truly and ſincerely love Feruſalem's Peace: 


Let not them deſpair of. proſpering even here, who in 
Confidence of the Favour and good Graces: of her Al- 
mighty Protector, not only Pray but Act for her, give 
her the moſt ſubſtantial Proofs of their Love and good. 
Will, by a conſtant Series of Beneficence to her in- 


digent Members, eſpecially thoſe of the Houſhold of 


Faith. | 


Prayer never ſtrikes Heaven's Gates with ſo full 
Aſſurance of Faith, and ſo good a Grace, as when it 


comes loaded with Offerings toGod, through the Hands 
of our poor Brethren, and Fellow-Members of the Body 
of his den Sts ĩ 5 1 4 

Empty Prayer is like empty. Faith, or Faith without 
Works, which is no better to be eſteem'd of than a 
dead Carcaſe ; that being in the Judgment of Sc. 


LN 


James a true Picture of it. As. the body with- James ii. 


out the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without works ** 


it dead alſo. When therefore we pray for the Peace 
of Fernſalem, (as by ſtrongeſt Ties we are bound 
te do) we are not to think we have fully acquit- 
ted our ſelves of that Duty, if we go no farther 
than juſt to pray; we are got no higher in the School 
of Piety and Charity, than thoſe St. James expoſtu - 
lates with, ver. 15. of the Chapter now mentioned: 
IF a Brother or Siſter be naked and d:ſlitute daily 
food, and one of you ſay unto them, Depart in peace, be 
ye warm'd and filled; notwithſlanding ye give them not 
thoſe things which are needful to the body ; What doth 
it profit? 

Prayer ſucceeds in the Room of Sacrifice; and 
it to offer a Sacrifice that coſts nothing, was juſt- 
ly refuſed by good King David, with ſome Degree 
of Indignation, as unworchy of him to offer, or God 

CA | to 


— ge > ice + 


2.8m. to accept: And tbe king ſaid unto Araunab, Ney, 
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but 1 will ſurely buy it of thee at a price, neither 
vil "7 offs e Gene, ined. rhe "Lend png 
of that which coft me nothing - I fay, if this be ſo, 
how can it be expected, that the cheap Service of 
a Prayer, though the moſt ardent, which eoſt nothing, 
ſhould meet with more Acceptance now, than a 
Burnt-Offering of the ſame Sort would do then > _ 
Great indeed is the Efficacy and Power of Prayer 
when joined with Almſgiving; it is capable of fr 
cing the Gates of Heaven, and hath ere now brought 
down an Expreſs from thence, to aſſure the Votary of his 
Acceptance: Cornelius, as tis recorded, though as yet 
an Infidel, was 4 devout man, and one that feared 
God with all his Houſe , which gave much Alms to the 
people, and prayed to God always: And fo powerful 
were his Prayers and Alms with God Almighty, that 
he ſent an Angel on purpoſe to acquaint him with it ; 
and which is more, to ſhew him the Way to become 
Partaker of the Light of everlaſting Life, as reveald in 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. | on oe INES 
The Time would fail me, ſhould T undertake to 
tell of the many, and mighty Bleſſings which have 
accrued, and for ever will do ſo to thoſe that have 12 
naliz d themſelves in Acts of Charity and Benefi 
cence : Nor ſhould T have Occaſion to look farther 
than the Book of God (which is in all your Hands) 
fully to apprize you of the Truth of what J fay : But 
I ſpeak to a Wiſe and Pious Audience, which would 
render ſo particular an Induction no leſs ſuperfluous than 
ns | 8 8 | 
What remains then? But that J intreat, and beſeech 
and exhort you in Chriſt's Name, and his Stead, to lay 
hold on the moving Occaſion now before you, for the 
Exerciſe of your Piety and Virtue. In Chriſt's m_ 
= I | I ay, 
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1 who wil take as Tos to 1 Thatovnt yo | 
do for his poor Members, and wil undertake for its 
being repaid with Intereſt. 

The Widow and tlie Fatherlefs and in ths ſorecholl 
Rank of thoſe, 'Whom God hath made Receivers of hit 
Tribute. He is the great Lord and Proprietor- of the 
Univerſe, and all the Inhabitants of the Earth are only 
Tenants at Will under him ; to ſome whereof he hath 
intruſted more, to ſome leis, and to ſome nothing at 
all ; v hereby they are order d to depend immediately 
on his Providence, for their daily Subſiſtence ; of theſe 
he hath given the Charge' to their Brethren, for whom 
he hath made more -ample Proviſion. To theſe Pen- 
ſioners of Providence he hath given a Licenſe to ask 
and receive the charitable Contributions of all his 
dutiful Subjects, and well diſpos d Tenants without 
Exception; there is none of them exempted from the 
Payment of this Quit- rent; whoever refuſes, refuſes at 
his Peril, and runs the Riſque of being turn'd out of all 
he holds from his oreat Landlord; of being reduced to 
that very State he now regards with ſo much Indiffe- 
rence, and ſo little Compaſſion. =. 

Widows and Orphans then being among the Fore: 
moſt of thoſe whom God hath left upon the Hands of 
their richer Brethren, for a Supply of what is neceſlary 
to ſubſiſt and maintain them; T hope it will not be 
thought that we take too much upon us, if we hum- 
bly ſuggeſt to you, that the Widows and Orphans of 
your Clergy, ſtand foremoſt among Widows and Or- 
phans, and claim a Preference in your charitable Di- 
ſtributions. 

Their Husbands and Fathers have been Stewards in 
the Houſhold of Chriſt, appointed by him to feed and 
govern his Family, and diſtribute to them their Portion 
of Spiritual Food in due Seaſon. Tis true, the Di- 

tance, 
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ſtance, in Point of Time, at which they now ſlang 
from the. Fountain-head, from the firſt College of Stew. 
ards, which were made ſo by the immediate Appaint. 
ment of the Lord of the Houſhold, is very great, but 
not ſuch as doth at all vacate their Commiſſion, or ſet 
aſide their Authority; which (we truſt) no Diſtance of 
Time will be able to do, before the end of the 
World. , ee e 1 a SR 
For unleſs we can ſuppoſe the. Lord of the Houſhold 
to intend that his Family ſhould be diſſolved, and 
upon the Extinction of the firſt Race of Stewards, 
become a looſe unconnected Multitude, like Sheep 
without a Shepherd, having no Form or Ligaments, 
uhbereby the ſeveral Members thereof might be kept in 
their proper Order and Situation (which is a very 
harſh, groundleſs, and, if I may have Leave to ſay it, 
abſurd Suppoſition; and yet, if it be not admitted, 
{it will follow, that the firſt Stewards were veſted with 
Authority to appoint others to ſucceed them in that 
- weighty Office, and they again more to the end of 
World. Otherwiſe the Houſhold it ſelf muſt long ſince 
have been broke up, and confounded with the common 
"Maſs: of Mankind, and ſtarvd too, for want of proper 
Perſons authoriz'd to preſerve and adminiſter to them 
the Bread of Life. 5 CELLS 
Our Fathers then having been of the Number of 
"thoſe who have ſaved the Church of Chriſt from being 
diſſipated and loſt, and in that Church the Faith 
and Doctrine of Chriſt ; which, humanly ſpeaking, 
- muſt otherwiſe have periſhed from off the Face of the 
Earth: Their Relicts and Off-ſpring can't ſure fail of 
coming recommended to your Benevolence in a more 
than ordinary Manner, in a Manner more moving and 
powerful, than any other Objects of your Compaſſion 
and Bounty. 5 | | | F 
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For if their Fathers have ſowed to you ſpiritual 


Things, and are now no longer capable of reaping any 
Thing from that good Seed, let it not be thought a" 
great Matter if in their Stead, their Children reap, or; 
at leaſt partake of the Gleanings of your Carnal 


. Things, The Health and Life of the Soul is infinitely _ 


more precious than that of the Body, and where any' 
Order of Men have been ſerviceable in their Geneta- 
tion to thoſe high Purpoſes, none, that put a true 
Value upon their immortal Part, will, or can forget the 
invaluable Service, or ſuiffer their Children to pine and 


linguiſn for want of bodily Suſtenance, whoſe Souls: 
have been often refreſh'd by the holy Miniſtrations off 


their Fathers. | 


No Charity hath more, or greater Examples to 
lead and encourage it, than this. Kings and Queens 
have not diſdain d to become its nurſing Fathers, and 


nurſing Mothers. It was originally the Off- ſpring of 
x great and munificent Prince, King Charles the 


Second; whoſe tender Heart, touchd with the Cries” | 


of vaſt Numbers of Widows and Orphans, whoſe Huſ- 


bands and Fathers had loſt all they had by adhering to 


the Intereſt 'of the Royal Martyr and himſelf, con- 
trivd this Method of making the Extempore Charities ' 


ok that Time, a durable Fund of Relief and Comfort, 
even to ſucceeding Generations, and for that Purpoſe - 
granted them a Charter of Incorporation“ And when 
the pious Liberality of thoſe that wiſhed well to Sion, 


(and to whom it was no leſs Pleaſure to ſee Feru-> 
ſalem in Proſperity, than it was Pain to fee the Re- 


its and Deſcendants of its Prieſthood, oppreſs d with 
Miſery and Want) had ſwell d the Revenues of this 


Corporation to the top of its Banks, and made it ne- 
ceſſary that its: Borders ſhould be enlarged; an hum- 
ble Repreſentation of the Caſe was made to his preſent 


Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, beſeeching him, that as God Almighty tad 


F. 


ſalem. , 7 ' 
Nor mu 


rous Benefactors; of which it hath raiſed us up Abun- 
dance, both in Number and Value, but none that hath 
equall d that bright Saint, either as to Intention or Effect. 
To pity the Miſerable and Diſtreſs d, to be touchd 
with a Fellow- feeling of their Want and Pain, to be 
very ready and officious in giving them Aſſiſtance, 
and chearfully with a liberal Hand, to part with 
what we call our own, for their Eaſe and Comfort, 
are Godlike Diſpoſitions, and Godlike Actions, and 
hardly to be outdone by ſo weak and improvident a 
Creature as Man is: And yet the Goodneſs and Boun- 
ty of our late Royal Benefactreſs, ſeems to have 
: | Zone 
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net; the Reverend and-Honourable Dr. Godolp 


room for many, very many more. 


many great, ſo many good Examples ; ; it will be both 


"hs: * Well-aimed es Sancra 5 ö 
poor Livings, the ſent” Sour- 
miſerable Opjects, for whoſe Re- 
lief we now plead; provided at the fame Time not nr 
Iy for ue but Prevention n the eee we 8 
Praiſed be God for the / very : 
of the Reverend Doctor Thomas „late | 
Preſident of Corpus Chriſti Colle in 07 for that 
of Dr. John Tounſon, Dr. Lionel Gatford: For the li- 
ving Bounty of the Right Honourable the —— Tba- 
Dean 
of this Cathedral: To which (would: the time ſerue) 
many more might be added, ' whoſe Names are record- 
ed in the Book of Fame here below, and written too 
(ve truſt) in che Book of Life above : r ee is 


The preſent Revenues of the Corporation 
ly ſhort of anſwering ( even very meanly ) the Cries 
of thoſe that apply to them for Relief : Nay, for ma- 
ny of thoſe that are actually reliev'd hy them, they are 
forced (as it were) to run on Score with Providence, 
in Confidence of its augmenting their Stock: And we 
hope God Almighty will intereſt himſelf ſo far in be- 
half of theſe poor Supplicants, as to open the Hearts 
and Hands of you his living Truſtees , that from time 
to time the Deficiencies, of the preſent Proviſion be more 
than barely ſupply'd. And for your farther Encourage- abaras 
ment we are aſſur d, that ſuch a certain Method and of rhe 
Security is eſtabliſh'd for the due Adminiſtration of this wy. 
Charity, that nothing can be diverted to any other Uſe ; 
which is more than can be ſaid, perhaps, of any other 


publick Charity in the Kingdom. 
Let not any one then be ſhy or ſlow to imitate fo 


their 
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every good Intention ;»theytbave'atiany,tmme:Corneivid 


Sake, have always fo 
to themſelves thereby 


their Glory and Happineſs to be found in the Wurber 
of thoſe; who (as bound by the ſtrongeſt 8 


alem, but as a farther Demonſtration” of their Adige 
ſembled Zeal and Affection for her Proſperity, reſuſe 
not to open their Hands, and make good by Acts of 
Beneficence, Generoſity and Charity, every god Wik, 


in their Hearts, for ker Intereſt and Setvice; an 
ticularly for the Relief and Suppot of the poor Re- 
licts and Orphans of ker Prieſthood: To be food. 
likewiſe in the bleſſed Society of fuch,, who fon Gods 
Sake (God who hath requir d us to conſider! him as. 


d par. 


a Father to the Fatherleſs, and a Hysband to the Wi- 


dow) for their Brethren, and Companions, and Fathers. 
r 
| Hopes and a good Title to a 
proſperous State of their Affairs here below, and to etes-- 
nal P roſperity and Peace in the Regions above... g r 
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